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Reproduction of this publication for commercial use is not permissible. For more information, 
please contact The Voice of the Martyrs. 
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Introduction 
 

Letter writing remains a highly effective method of raising awareness, encouraging action and 
also delivering hope to those who otherwise might feel forgotten.  
 
Today, thousands of Christians are languishing in prisons worldwide simply because they have 
refused to bow a knee to dictatorial governments and ideologies, insisting instead on pledging 
their allegiance to Christ.  
 

As Christians, we have a duty to άǊemember those who are in prison, as 
though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you 
ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅέ (Heb. 13:3).  

 
Pastor Richard Wurmbrand (d. 2001), the founder of The Voice of the Martyrs, spent 14 years in 
prison in Communist Romania because he refused to deny his Saviour. While in prison, the idea 
of an organization that would speak up on behalf of the voiceless was born. He wrote in his 
1967 book Tortured for Christ: 

 
When I was beaten on the bottom of my feet, my tongue cried. Why did my tongue cry? 
It was not beaten. It cried because the tongue and the feet are both part of the same 
body. And you free Christians are part of the same Body of Christ that is now beaten in 
prisons in restricted nations, that even now gives martyrs for Christ. Can you not feel 
our pain?  

 
Please consider taking up your pen and demonstrating in a highly practical and productive way 
your love and concern towards your brothers and sisters in chains. 
 

Become a voice for the voiceless ŀƴŘ άŘƻ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘέΗ 
 

 
Information in this publication is also available online at: 

www.persecution.net/write.htm 
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Writing to Government Officials 
 

Letters show officials that there are people who know and care what happens to prisoners. 
Their conditions may be improved as a result. If the authorities think no one cares, the Christian 
may be imprisoned with dangerous criminals, abused, deprived of food or denied rights to their 
mail, parcels and visits. Here are some tips for writing to government officials: 
 

 
Never underestimate the power of your letter! Irrespective of location or economic situation, 
governments are extremely concerned about their reputation on the world stage. VOM 
believes that originality in writing is important. For this reason, we do not generally endorse the 
use of letter templates other than in occasional cases where repetition might be beneficial (i.e. 
postcard campaigns, etc.). We have provided a few sample letters to guide you. Please refer to 
Appendix B. 
 

Write to your Senator or M.P. 
 
Please consider writing letters to your Senator or Member of Parliament (M.P.). Mail may be 
sent postage-free to any Senator or M.P. at the following addresses:  

Name of Senator  
The Senate of Canada 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A4 

Name of M.P.  
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 

 

 Be brief.   

 Use the correct honorific (see Appendix A).    

 Be yourself.  

 Be polite. You are representing Jesus Christ.  

 Do not write about politics or criticize governments.  

 State a general concern for persecuted believers.  

 State a specific concern for one or more prisoners.  
(a) Whenever possible, give the full name and hometown of the prisoner(s).  
(b) State why you are concerned (perhaps they have been beaten).  
(c) State what you would like to see done (released, given medical treatment, etc.).  

 Remember to thank them in advance for their positive actions. 

 Refrain from quoting Bible verses or preaching. 
 
Do NOT mention VOM or other organizations as it may be used against the prisoner. 
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Find names, email addresses and phone numbers for your Senator or M.P. at 

www.parl.gc.ca/  
 
 

Write to foreign embassies in Canada and the United States 
 
Please consider writing letters to government officials on behalf of prisoners listed in this guide.  
 
CHINA 
His Excellency Junsai Zhang 
Ambassador 
Embassy of the People's Republic of China 
515 St. Patrick Street 
Ottawa, ON K1N 5H3 
Canada 
 
ERITREA 
His Excellency Ghirmai Ghebremariam Abbai 
Ambassador 
Embassy of the State of Eritrea 
1708 New Hampshire Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C., DC 20009 
USA 
 
EGYPT 
His Excellency Wael Ahmed Kamal Aboul Magd 
Ambassador 
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
454 Laurier Avenue East 
Ottawa, ON K1N 6R3 
Canada 
 
IRAN 
Mr. Kambiz Sheikh Hassani 
Chargé d'affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
245 Metcalfe Street 
Ottawa, ON K2P 2K2 
Canada 
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LAOS 
His Excellency Seng Soukhathivong 
Ambassador 
Embassy of the Lao People's Democratic Republic 
2222 S Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C., DC 20008 
USA 
 
PAKISTAN 
His Excellency Akbar Zeb 
High Commissioner 
High Commission for the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
10 Range Road 
Ottawa, ON K1N 8J3 
Canada 
 
TURKMENISTAN 
Embassy of the Republic of Turkmenistan 
2207 Massachussets Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C., DC 20008 
USA 
 
UZBEKISTAN 
His Excellency Ilhomjon Nematov 
Ambassador 
Embassy of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
1746 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C., DC 20036 
USA 
 
VIETNAM 
His Excellency Sy Vuong Ha Le 
Ambassador 
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
470 Wilbrod Street 
Ottawa, ON K1N 6M8 
Canada 
 
 
Find links to regularly updated lists of government addresses at: 

www.persecution.net/writegovernment.htm 
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Writing to Newspaper Editors 
 

Writing short, yet concise, letters to newspaper editors is an effective way of raising awareness 
of current issues in the global Church.  
 

What should I write? 

 Keep your letter friendly. Remember, ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ambassador.  

 Keep your letter short. Concise letters with a single point are more likely to be 
published. 

 Keep your letter clear. State your subject and purpose in the opening paragraph.  

 Keep your letter relevant. Editors typically print letters that respond to recent articles in 
their papers or that address current issues of interest. 

What should I NOT write? 
 

 Avoid being confrontational, abusive or offensive.  

 Avoid quoting Scripture. A wise and well-balanced biblical perspective, which serves to 
address a crisis, problem or other evil, can be conveyed without using Scripture. 

 Avoid preaching. Readers do not buy newspapers to read a sermon. 
 

 
Read a helpful National Post article on writing to newspaper editors here: 

www.persecution.net/writemedia.htm  
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Writing to Prisoners 

Your words are never wasted when it comes to writing a letter on behalf of the persecuted 
Church. Mail sent by concerned believers can have a profound impact on those who are 
suffering and even on their persecutors. 
 

Your letters to prisoners can do five things: 
 

1. Indicate to authorities that you ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ you care! 
2. Testify of the love and unity found among followers of Jesus Christ worldwide. This is 

especially true when letters are opened and censored. God can use your letter to work 
in the lives of those in authority. 

3. Prove our persecuted family is not forgotten. Through isolation and loneliness, the devil 
Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜȅ ƻƴ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΩ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ 
they can read it or not, they know someone cares. 

4. Lead to better treatment of Christian prisoners. 
5. Provide tremendous encouragement. 

 
May I write in English?  

 
Yes, you may write in English. Please print or write clearly. Your note must be legible to be 
translated. Many people study English, so there will likely be someone to translate your 
letter. ±haΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ www.PrisonerAlert.com, an online 
resource that provides prisoner names and addresses along with a translation tool that 
offers you the ability to write to imprisoned brothers and sisters in their own languages. 

 
What should I write? 

 {ƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ. 

 Be respectful and encouraging. 

 Tell prisoners that they are not forgotten and that you are praying for them. 

 Include a Scripture verse.    
 

What should I NOT write? 
 

 Do NOT discuss politics or criticize a government, as this could place prisoners in danger. 

 Do NOT include your mailing address. (You may state your name and country.) 

 Do NOT send money or respond to requests for money. Unscrupulous individuals, 
claiming to be the prisoner or a family member, may steal letters and solicit funds. 

 Do NOT mention VOM or any other source of information. 
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Anything else I need to know? 
 

You can send notes, postcards, bookmarks and Christian greeting cards. Express your 
Christian love and mention that you are praying. You may also include a snapshot of 
yourself, your family or prayer group. 

 
Please do not send your letters to VOMΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ for mailing. The letters are more effective 
when officials see persons have sent them from many different parts of Canada. 

 

Write letters to imprisoned Christians in their own language using a translation tool found at: 

www.prisoneralert.com.  
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The PrisonersΩ List  

CHINA 
 

Location 
Asia 
 
Population 
1,336,718,015 (July 2011 est.) 
 
Religion (%) 
Non-religious (44.36), Chinese (28.50), 
Buddhist (12.50), Christian (7.92), Other 
(6.72) 
 
Leader 
President Hu Jintao  
 
Government type 
Communist state 
 

More Christians have been and continue to be detained in China than in any other country. The 
government officially recognizes five religious groups: Buddhism, Daoism, Islam, Protestant and 
Catholic. It strictly controls the Church through the state-monitored Three-Self Patriotic 
Movement (TSPM) and the Catholic Patriotic Association (CPA). During the Cultural Revolution, 
even these submissive structures were banned, and all religious activity was forced 
underground, giving birth to the house-church movement.  
 
Today, there is much debate related to the current number of Chinese Christians, as the 
government releases only data from TSPM or CPA churches. While the government says there 
are officially 28.6 million Christians, experts estimate the real number to lie somewhere 
between 80 and 130 million. 
 
You can write to the following prisoners in China: 
 

AIQING ZHU 
 

!ƛǉƛƴƎ ½Ƙǳ ǿŀǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ άƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ фΣ мффс, at age 40. She was 
sentenced to a 20-year prison term. 
 

Prison address: 
Aiqing Zhu 
The Public Security Department 
Xiang Xiang City  
Hu Nan Province 411400 
China 
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ZHONG CHEN 
 

½ƘƻƴƎ /ƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ άƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŀŦŜǘȅέ ƛƴ 2000, 
at age 32. Her prison term is unknown.  
 

Prison address: 
Zhong Chen 
Shu Yang Detention Center 
Jiang Su Province 223600 
China 

 
WANG ZHAOMIN 
 

Wang Zhaomin has been imprisoned since June 1999. 
 

Prison address: 
Wang Zhaomin 
Team #2, Qishan Lao Gai Camp 
Datong District 
Huainan City, Anhui Province 232000 
China 

 
LI YING 
 

Journalist Li Ying is serving a 15-year prison sentence for helping publish an underground 
church magazine. She was arrested in April 2001 alongside 16 others from the South China 
Church. She was condemned to death in December 2001. Her current sentence was handed 
down during a retrial ordered by the Hubei Provincial Supreme Court in October 2002. Li has 
been arrested many times and spent a year in prison in 1996. She cannot have a Bible and is 
forced to work 15 hours each day on materials to be exported out of China. 
 

Prison address:  
Li Ying 
No. 2 Division, Section 3 
Wuhan Female Prison 
Wuhan City, Hubei Province 430032 
China 

 
HU YING 
 

Mr. Hu Ying, a leader in the South China Church, was sentenced to life in prison in 2002.   
 

Prison address: 
Hu Ying 
Jingzhou Prison 
Jingzhou City, Hubei Province 434020 
China 
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XU FUMING 
 

Mr. Xu Fuming, a member of the South China Church, was sentenced to life in prison in 2002.   
 

Prison address: 
Xu Fuming 
Jingzhou Prison 
Jingzhou City, Hubei Province 434020 
China  

 
XIAO YANLI 
 

Ms. Xiao Yanli, a member of the South China Church, was sentenced to 10 years in prison in 
2002. 
 

Prison address: 
Xiao Yanli 
No. 2 Division, Section 2 
Wuhan Female Prison 
Wuhan City, Hubei Province 430032 
China 

 
GONG BANGKUN 
 

Mr. Gong Bangkun, a member of the South China Church, was sentenced to 15 years in prison 
in 2002.  
 

Prison address: 
Gong Bangkun 
No. 3 Division, Section 6 
Jiangling District 
Jingzhou City, Hubei Province 434110 
China 

 
YI CHUANFU 
 

Mr. Yi Chuanfu, a member of the South China Church, was sentenced to 10 years in prison in 
2002. 

Prison address: 
Yi Chuanfu 
No. 2 Division, Section 6 
Jiangling District 
Jingzhou City, Hubei Province 434110 
China 
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DONG DAOLAI 
 
Mr. Dong Daolai, a member of the South China Church, was sentenced to 10 years in prison in 
2002. 
 

Prison address: 
Dong Daolai 
No. 1 Division, Section 6 
Jiangling District 
Jingzhou City, Hubei Province 434110 
China 

 
CHI FAMIN 
 
Chi Famin was handed a 10-year sentence for being a member ƻŦ ŀƴ άŜǾƛƭ Ŏǳƭǘέ όǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ {ƻǳǘƘ 
/Ƙƛƴŀ /ƘǳǊŎƘύ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ ¸ǳƴȅŀƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ Chongqing City, on May 14, 2002. 

 
Prison address: 
Chi Famin 
Yongchuan Female Prison 
Yongchuan City, Chongqing City 402164 
China 

 
ALIMUJIANG YIMITI  
 
In January 2008, Alimujiang ά!ƭƛƳέ Yimiti, a Muslim convert to Christianity, was arrested and 
ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ άǎǳōǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ endangering national securityΣέ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜ 
punishable by death. On May 27, 2008, AlimΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘǊƛŀƭ but it was referred back to the 
Public Securiǘȅ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǳfficient evidence. On October 27, 2009, Alim 
was handed a 15-ȅŜŀǊ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ άproviding state secǊŜǘǎ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
 
Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмлΣ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ ·ƛƴƧƛŀƴƎ ŀccepted an appeal by AlimΩǎ wife and 
mother and decided to retry his ŎŀǎŜΦ Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлммΣ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘ of Xinjiang 
notified Alim that they upheld the original sentence of 15 years of imprisonment. 

 
Prison address: 
Alimujiang Yimiti 
Section 11 
The Xinjiang No. 3 Prison 
No.1339, Dongzhan Road 
Urumqi City 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 830013 
China 

 
 



 

The Voice of the Martyrs 15 
 

KIM KYUNG IL 
 
In 1997, Kim Kyung Il and his brother crossed the border from North Korea into China. The 
following year, Kim met a pastor, became a Christian and joined a Bible study group. Under the 
leadership of this pastor, Kim served refugees from North Korea and started Bible studies in the 
Chengdoo region. He later helped send refugees to South Korea.  
 
Kim was overseer of a safe house that discipled over 70 refugees. When a large number of the 
group was arrested by the Chinese police, he fled with some of the remaining refugees to the 
China-Mongolian border. He and his wife were captured, but the rest of the group continued 
their journey in the desert. Without their leader, they wandered for two days and finally 
crossed the border into Mongolia, where they reached the South Korean embassy and received 
passage to South Korea.  
 

Kim and his wife were sent back to North Korea and placed in prison. His pregnant wife was hit 
in the stomach with a stick, forcing an abortion. In the prison, there were many inmates who 
knew Kim well, but they protected him by pretending not to know him. Thus the authorities did 
not realize how involved he was with helping North Koreans escape. He was released after 
serving only a short sentence. Those who protected his identity while in prison asked him to 
work harder to let the world know about their situation.  
 

YƛƳΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ shortly after the forced abortion. She escaped to South 
Korea with other family members. After his release, Kim fled to China and worked at another 
safe house. He continued to disciple refugees and assisted them in escaping to South Korea. In 
April 2002, he was caught by the Chinese police. Since his arrest, he has been in prison in China. 
 

Lƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлммΣ ±ha ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ YƛƳΩǎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳƳǳǘŜŘ 
in March and that he may be free in September. As soon as Kim is released, he'll face 
deportation to North Korea. There, he will almost certainly be executed. Our contact writes, 
"The only hope he may have is a huge outpouring of public awareness on this issue, which 
might at least delay his execution once he's returned." 
 

Prison address: 
Kim Kyung Il 
#104-1004 Mailbox Tiebei Prison  
Changchun City 
Jilin Province 130052 
China 
 

MEMBERS OF LINFEN-FUSHAN CHURCH IN SHANXI 
 

Before dawn on Sunday, September 13, 2009, a crowd of 400 government officials, police and 
hired ruffians launched an attack on the Linfen-Fushan Church in Shanxi. With no warning, 
members who were sleeping at the church construction site were mercilessly beaten, with 
more than 30 left in critical condition. Bulldozers razed the factory and church building, and the 
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mob looted any valuables and smashed the remaining property. Following the brutal attack, the 
Fushan governing officials arrested more than 10 Linfen church leaders. They include: 
 

YANG RONGLI 

On November 25, 2009, head pastor Yang Rongli, 51, was sentenced to seven years in 
prison and fined. Write a letter of encouragement to Yang Rongli, care of her sister, 
Yang Linli. 
 

Prison address: 
Yang Rongli 
c/o Yang Linli 
Room 101, Fuyuan Central Building,  
Shuiche Xiang, Xiangyang Road 
Linfen City, Shanxi province 041099 
China 

 
WANG XIAOGUANG 

 
Known for his preaching and strong faith, Wang Xiaoguang, 56, helped lead the Linfen 
Church. On November 25, 2009, he was sentenced to three years in prison and fined. 
Write a letter of encouragement to Wang Xiaoguang, care of his parents, Wang Yichao 
and Liu Manying.  
 

Prison address: 
Wang Xiaoguang 
c/o Wang Yichao and Liu Manying 
Room 106, Building 9,  
Shanxi Normal University 
No. 1. Gongyuan Rd, Yaodu District 
Linfen City, Shanxi province 
China 041004 

 
YANG XUAN 

 
¸ŀƴƎ ·ǳŀƴ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ WƛƴŘŜƴƎǘŀƛΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ άDƻƭŘŜƴ [ŀƳǇǎǘŀƴŘ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘέ ƛƴ [ƛƴŦŜƴ /ƛǘȅΦ ²Ŝƭƭ-known for his preaching and leadership, Yang Xuan, 54, 
became a target for church persecution. On November 25, 2009, he was sentenced to 
three and a half years in prison and fined. His wife, Yang Caizhen, was also arrested and 
ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ άǊŜ-ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭŀōƻǳǊΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
2011 due to poor health. Write a letter of encouragement to Yang Xuan, care of his 
sister-in-law, Yang Linli.  
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Prison address: 
Yang Xuan 
c/o Yang Linli 
Room 101, Fuyuan Central Building  
Shuiche Xiang, Xiangyang Road 
Linfen City, Shanxi province 041099 
China 
 

ZHANG HUAMEI 
 

A faithful leader in the Linfen Church, Zhang Huamei, 50, helped organize special 
activities and worked in various ministries of the church. On November 25, 2009, she 
was sentenced to four years in prison. Her lawyer fears she has been beaten for 
witnessing to fellow prisoners. Write a letter of encouragement to Zhang Huamei, care 
of her mother, Yu Feng-Liu.  
 

Prison address: 
Zhang Huamei 
c/o Yu Feng-Liu 
2nd House on last row 
Zhong An Ping Village, Tiantan Town 
Fushan County, Linfen City 
Shanxi province 042601 
China 
 

CUI JIAXING 
 

Cui Jiaxing, 44, served the Linfen Church by managing church finances and helping with 
the distribution of funds to members according to need. On November 25, 2009, he was 
charged with unlawfully occupying land and tax evasion, and was fined and sentenced 
to five and a half years in prison. Write a letter of encouragement to Cui Jiaxing, care of 
his son, Cui Zhichao.  
 

Prison address: 
Cui Jiaxing 
c/o Cui Zhichao 
Room #301, No. 3 Building, Home of Cement Factory  
Yimin Road, Yaodu District 
Linfen City, Shanxi province 041099 
China 
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ERITREA 
 

Location 
Africa 
 
Population 
5,939,484 (July 2011 est.) 
 
Religion (%) 
Muslim (50.26), Christian (47.31), Non-
religious (1.87), Ethnoreligionist (0.56) 
 
Leader 
President Isaias Afworki 
 
Government type 
Transitional government 

 
There was a general freedom to practice 

religion in Eritrea until 2002, when the 
government announced it would recognize only four religious communities: the Orthodox 
Church of Eritrea, Sunni Islam, the Roman Catholic Church and the Lutheran-affiliated 
Evangelical Church of Eritrea.  
From 2002 to 2010, the government has jailed, tortured and killed numerous Eritreans for 
political and religious reasons, and tortured and killed many of them extra-judicially. Today, it is 
estimated that between 2,000 and 3,000 Christians are in Eritrean prisons. Believers face 
deplorable conditions, including torture. Many are held in metal shipping containers with no 
ventilation or toilet facilities. Of thousands of Christians in detention, not one has been charged 
with a crime or faced trial.  
 
You can write to the following prisoners in Eritrea: 
 
HAILE NAIZGI  
 
Prior to his imprisonment on May 23, 2004, Rev. Haile Naizgi was the chairman of the board of 
the Full-Gospel Church of Eritrea, the largest Pentecostal church in the nation. Previously, he 
was a senior accountant with World Vision in Eritrea. Naizgi, who is married with two children, 
was one the key organizers of the CƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 9Ǌƛtrea.   

Prison address:  
Haile Naizgi 
Karsheli Prison 
2nd Police Station  
Zone 7 Northern East 
Asmara, Zoba Maakel 
Eritrea  
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KIDANE WELDOU  
 
Pastor Kidane Weldou was imprisoned on March 18, 2005. He was the senior pastor at Asmara 
Full-Gospel Church. His wife and children have been unable to visit him in prison, and his exact 
whereabouts remain unknown. Formerly, he was a high school biology teacher. He was also 
involved in many gospel-related activities among students and professionals from various 
churches in the nation.   
 

Prison Address: 
Kidane Weldou  
Karsheli Prison  
2nd Police Station  
Zone 7 Northern East  
Asmara, Zoba Maakel 
Eritrea  
 

DR. KIFLU GEBREMESKEL  
 
Dr. Kiflu Gebremeskel was the pastor of South-West Full-Gospel Church in Asmara until his 
imprisonment on May 23, 2004. Dr. Kiflu, a former dean of science and lecturer of mathematics 
at Asmara University, left his job to serve the Lord as a pastor and Bible teacher in 1999. He has 
a doctorate in mathematics from the Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago, Ill. Dr. Kiflu was 
also the chairman of the Eritrean Evangelical Alliance, a union of all the churches belonging to 
the Baptist, Mennonite, Presbyterian, Pentecostal and other Charismatic churches.  
 

Prison Address: 
Dr. Kiflu Gebremeskel  
Karsheli Prison 
2nd Police Station  
Zone 7 Northern East  
Asmara, Zoba Maakel 
Eritrea 
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EGYPT 

 
 
Location 
Africa 
 
Population 
82,079,636 (July 2011 est.) 
 
Religion (%) 
Muslim (86.67), Christian (12.83), Non-
religious (0.50) 
 
Leader 
The Supreme Council of the Armed Forces 
 
Government type 
Republic 

 
 

9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ упΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ is the Middle East's largest Christian community. The last 10 
years have seen high levels of violence. Harassment, discrimination and financial incentives for 
Christians to adopt Islam are used to break the morale of Christians. In most cases, vigilante 
Islamist groups carry out the attacks that occur with local security forces standing idly by. 
Believers from Muslim backgrounds tend to receive much of the persecution. 
 
You can write to the following prisoners in Egypt: 
 
 
 
SHAIBOUB ARSAL 
Shaiboub Arsal was given a 15-year, hard-labour term in June 2000. He has been falsely charged 
with two murders that took place during the 1998 violence that targeted El-YƻǎƘŜƘΩǎ /ƻǇǘƛŎ 
Christian population. Write a letter of encouragement to him, care of his local bishop. 

 
Prison address: 
Shaiboub Arsal 
c/o Bishop Wissa 
Diocese of Baliana 
Baliana 
Sohag Province 
Egypt 
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IRAN 
  

 
Location 
Asia 
 
Population 
77,891,220 (July 2011 est.) 
 
Religion (%) 
aǳǎƭƛƳ όфуΦспύΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ όлΦрмύΣ .ŀƘŀΩƛ 
(0.40), Other (0.45) 
 
Leader 
President Mahmud Ahmadinejad 
 
Government type 
Theocratic republic 
 

 

LǊŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ {ƘƛΩŀ LǎƭŀƳ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ ƻƴŜ-half of 1 
percent of the population. The Iranian attitude toward religion can seem contradictoryτvery 
chaste in public but much less so in private. The courts can impose the death sentence on male 
apostates and life imprisonment for female apostates. Effectively, Iran is a religious dictatorship 
where little of consequence can occur without the approval of the Guardian Council of Mullahs. 
 
Religious persecution of certain minorities has intensified since 2005. This is aimed at the 
.ŀƘŀΩƛΣ {ǳŦƛ aǳǎƭƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ aǳǎƭƛƳ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ !ƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ 
Christian activity is illegal, especially when it occurs in Persian languagesτfrom evangelism to 
Bible training to publishing Scripture and Christian books. Yet, ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΩǎ ƘŀǊǎƘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Christians only further fuels the flames of church growth.  
 
You can write to the following prisoners in Iran: 
 
YOUCEF NADARKHANI 
 
Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani was arrested in October 2009, after protesting a decision by the 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀƴΦ In October 2010, Pastor Youcef, a leader in 
ǘƘŜ Cǳƭƭ DƻǎǇŜƭ ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ LǊŀƴέ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŦƻǊ ŀǇƻǎǘŀǎȅΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ 
transferred to Lakan Prison, which is supervised by the Political Police of the Islamic Republic. In 
June 2011, the Iranian Supreme Court upheld and confirmed the death sentence. In early July 
2011, his lawyer received word that the case was being returned to the Revolutionary Tribunal 
of Gilan Province and that the Supreme Court would annul the sentence if Pastor Youcef 
renounced his faith in Christ. The annulment is dependent on him recanting his faith and 
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embracing Islam. If Pastor Youcef is executed, his death would be the first judicial execution of 
a Christian in Iran in two decades. 

 
Prison address: 
Youcef Nadarkhani 
Lakan Prison 
Rasht 
Islamic Republic of Iran 

 
a9I5L άt9¢wh{έ Chwh¦¢hb  
 
aŜƘŘƛ άtŜǘǊƻǎέ CƻǊƻǳǘƻƴ, a 27-year-old pastor in Iran, was arrested in January 2010 and 
charged with crimes against national security and blasphemy against Islam. Although acquitted 
of the blasphemy charge and released on bail a month later, Pastor Forouton was sentenced to 
one year in prison and told to report to prison soon. Unlike most people, who wait for an arrest 
warrant, Pastor Forouton reported to prison on Sept. 25, 2011, to begin serving his 
sentence. Almost immediately, Pastor Forouton was transferred to a camp for recovering drug 
ŀŘŘƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ {ƘƛǊŀȊΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘέ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊǳƎ ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎ. 
 

Prison address: 
 Mehdi Forouton 
10KM After Abelabad 
Pirbanu Prison 
Shiraz, Fars State, Iran 

 
BEHNAM IRANI  
 
Behnam Irani, a 41-year-old pastor from Kraj, Iran, was convicted of crimes against national 
security in January 2011 and sentenced to one year in prison. After voluntarily surrendering to 
authorities on May 31 to begin his sentence, he learned that he would be forced to serve five 
years in connection with a previous conviction. Officers from the Ministry of Intelligence and 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ όahL{ύ ǊŀƛŘŜŘ LǊŀƴƛΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мпΣ нлмлΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ 
before taking him into custody. Although he was released on bail two months after his arrest, 
he later received the one-year prison sentence. Irani was first arrested in December 2006 and 
tried for crimes against national security. He was released in January 2007 but was soon re-
arrested, tried and sentenced to five years in prison. Irani was never called to serve the 
sentence that is now being held against him. 
 

Prison address: 
 Karaj 
Albourz State 
Iran 
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LAOS 

 
Location 
Asia 
 
Population 
6,477,211 (July 2011 est.) 
 
Religion (%) 
Buddhist (57.29), Ethnoreligionist (34.70), 
Non-Religious (4.20), Christian (3.38), Other 
(0.43) 
 
Leader 
President Lt. Gen. Choummali Saignason  
 
Government type 
Communist state 

 
Communist persecution of Christians in Laos was especially harsh between 1975 and 1978. 
Restrictions eased afterward, but churches and Christians are still watched and targeted. 
Buddhism has regained much of its old influence, but is heavily syncretised with animism. 
Persecution tends to happen in cycles and is expressed on a local or regional level as much as 
on a national scale. In all cases, though, it can be intense and ruthless towards the Church. 
Missionaries are forbidden. 
 
You can write to the following prisoners in Laos: 
 
THONG CHAN 
 
Mr. Thong Chan was a district governor and found Christ through the Far Eastern Broadcasting 
Company ministry in 1997. He was arrested in 1999, after his house church started growing in 
numbers. Iƛǎ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ άǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΣ ōŜƛƴg a traitor to the 
nation and ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ōŀŘƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ He is reportedly sickly and unable to walk without 
help due to his time spent in prison labour. He faces 11 years in prison. 
 

Prison address: 
Thong Chan 
Ban Na Prison 
Muang Xai, Udomxai 
Lao Peoples Democratic Republic 
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PAKISTAN 
 

 
Location 
Asia 
 
Population 
187,342,721 (July 2011 est.) 
 
Religion (%) 
Muslim (95.80), Christian (2.45), Hindu 
(1.60), Other (0.15) 
 
Leader 
President Asif Ali Zardari 
 
Government type 
Federal republic 
 

 

Pakistan is an Islamic republic with a Sunni majority. Despite its infringement of the 
constitution, Shariah law is increasingly appliedτeven to Christians and Hindusτespecially in 
areas where Islamist groups have control or influence. 
 
While there is a notable degree of religious freedom promised to minorities by law, non-
Muslims and non-Sunnis must practice their faith cautiously. Christians in Pakistan face severe 
opposition from militant Islamic groups, including imprisonment, torture and even death.  
 
Many Pakistani Christians are falsely accused under the Blasphemy Law, or Law 295. Law 295a, 
ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳƛƴƎ LǎƭŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ [ŀǿ нфрōΣ ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀƴΣ ŀǊŜ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎΦ [ŀǿ нфрŎ 
makes blaspheming Mohammed a crime punishable by death. Courtrooms packed with 
militants have often pressured judges into returning a guilty verdict or continuing trials 
indefinitely. Christians are regularly barred from jobs or face troubles from their employers and 
co-workers. Christian merchants are often harassed.  
You can write to the following prisoners in Pakistan: 
 
ASIA BIBI 
 
Asia Bibi, 38, was arrested by police on allegations of blasphemy in the village of Ittanwali, 
Punjab province. On June 19, 2009, some Muslim women who work with Bibi on a farm owned 
by a local Muslim engaged in a heated discussion with Bibi about Islam. Bibi told them that 
Christ died on the cross for their sins and asked them what Mohammed had done for them. 
"Our Christ is the true prophet of God and yours is not true," Bibi said. The Muslim women 
became angry and began to beat her. Some men then locked her in a room. Local Christians 
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urged the police not to file blasphemy charges; however, police claimed that they must go 
forward due to pressure from local Muslim leaders. 

 
On November 8, 2010, Bibi was sentenced to death. She is the first Pakistani woman ever to 
receive a death sentence for blasphemy. Her attorney has filed an appeal. In December 2010, a 
hard-line cleric offered a $6,000 CAD reward to anyone who will kill Asia Bibi if the government 
does not put her to death. In January 2011, the governor of Punjab province was assassinated 
by his bodyguard for speaking out against the blasphemy law under which Asia was sentenced. 
The governor had recently met with Asia in jail. In March 2011, PakistŀƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ aƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ 
Affairs, a Christian, was assassinated while on his way to work. Shahbaz Bhatti had also spoke 
ƻǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳȅ ƭŀǿΦ 
 

Prison address: 
Asia Bibi 
District Jail 
Sheikhupura 
Punjab 
Pakistan 
 

IMRAN GHAFUR 
 
On July 1, 2009, Pakistani police arrested Imran Ghafur in Punjab province after Muslims 
accused him of burning pages of the QurΩŀƴΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǎƘƻǇΣ LƳǊŀƴ 
removed the trash he had collected, intending to burn some of it. While burning the trash, 
ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ōƻƻƪ ŦƭŜǿ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊƴŜŘΦ LƳǊŀƴΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΣ IŀƧƛ [ƛŀǉŀǘΣ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ 
burned pages of the Islamic book and alerted other Muslims in the area. 

 
Imran and his father were severely beaten before police arrested Imran. Following the arrest, 
news of the incident spread throughout the city, and angry Muslims threw stones at the police 
ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ LƳǊŀƴ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘΦ άDƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ him who disgraces the Holy 
vǳǊΩan, and hang ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǎƎǊŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ vǳǊΩŀƴΣέ ǘƘŜ aǳǎƭƛƳǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƎǎΤ 
LƳǊŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƻƎΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘΦ 

 
hƴ Wǳƭȅ нΣ нллфΣ LƳǊŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƧŀƛƭΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǘŜƴǎŜ ƛƴ IŀƧǿŀǊƛ ǘƻǿƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƭƛǾŜΣέ said a ±ha ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΦ άIŀƧƛ [ƛŀǉŀǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ saying that they 
ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ LƳǊŀƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴȅ ƻǊ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦέ LƳǊŀƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
manage businesses in the area and are actively involved with other local Christians. 

 
Prison address: 
Imran Ghafur 
Central Jail of Faisalabad 
Faisalabad 
Pakistan 
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TURKMENISTAN 
 

 
Location 
Asia 
 
Population 
4,997,503 (July 2011 est.) 
 
Religion (%) 
Muslim (96.16), Non-religious (2.00), 
Christian (1.83), Jewish (0.01) 
 
Leader 
President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow 
 
Government type 
A secular democracy and a presidential 
republic 

 

Constitutionally, there is freedom of religion in Turkmenistan. In practice, this is limited to 
{ǳƴƴƛ LǎƭŀƳ ƻǊ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄȅφŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƳ ƻǊ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ 
severe repression and harassment. Hostility against any non-Orthodox Christian activity has 
persisted for more than 10 years. Almost every foreign Christian has been expelled. Several 
national pastors have been exiled, beaten, heavily fined or imprisoned. Congregations continue 
to be intimidated and forbidden to meet. Registration is a difficult, near-impossible process, 
and when it does occur, it subjects the church to greater surveillance. Unregistered religious 
gatherings of any size or kind are strictly forbidden. 
 
You can write to the following prisoners in Turkmenistan: 
 
ILMURAD NURLIEV 
 
Pentecostal pastor Ilmurad Nurliev was arrested at his home in Mary, southeastern 
Turkmenistan, on August 27, 2010. He was charged with extracting money from three people. 
His wife, Maya, and church members strongly deny the allegations. During his trial, several 
witnesses against the 45-year-old pastor were coerced into testifying. 
 
Pastor Nurliev was sentenced to four years in prison, and his wife was forced to pay 
άŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƻǊ Ǌƛǎƪ ōŜing kicked out of their home. Pastor Nurliev was also 
ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻ άŦƻǊŎƛōƭŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘέ ǘƻ άǿŜŀƴ ƘƛƳ ƻŦŦ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀǊŎƻǘƛŎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅΣέ 
another claim that his wife and church members reject.  
 
In December 2010, Pastor Nurliev was transferred to Seyi Labour Camp, known for its use of 
ǇǎȅŎƘƻǘǊƻǇƛŎ ŘǊǳƎǎ ƻƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΦ ! ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ άƭƛƪŜ 
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ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ !ƎŜǎΦέ  
 
The pastor is a diabetic, and his family is concerned about his health while he is in prison. He 
has no access to medical treatment. LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇΩs brick kiln, the pastor is 
being permitted to work as a barber, serving both prisoners and camp staff. Prison authorities 
have denied Pastor Nurliev a Bible. 

 
Prison address: 
Ilmurad Nurliev 
746222 Lebap vilayet, 
Seydi 
uchr. LB-K/12 
Turkmenistan 
 
 

UZBEKISTAN 

 
Location 
Asia 
 
Population 
28,128,600 (July 2011 est.) 
 
Religion (%) 
Muslim (84.93), Non-religious (13.80), 
Christian (0.75), Other (0.52) 
 
Leader 
President Islom Karimov 
 
Government type 
Republic; authoritarian presidential rule 
 

 

Uzbekistan is a secular state, promoting a moderate, tightly controlled form of Islam. The 
growing Islamist movement is handled with venom by the state. Christians are third-party 
victims of this struggle. Ethnic Uzbek Christians, in particular, receive harsh treatment.  
 
Religious communities are required to officially register. Only approved religious 
organizationsτMuslim groups, Jews, Russian Orthodox and some Protestant groupsτcan be 
registered, and registration is frequently refused or delayed. Police make surprise visits to 
churches and forcibly close those who cannot immediately produce registration papers. 
Evangelism, missionary activity and religious instruction are forbidden by law. Uzbek Christians 
have been fined, beaten and imprisoned for their faith.  


