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Introduction

Letter writing remains &ighly effective method of raising awareness, encouraging action and
also delivering hope to those who otherwise might feel forgotten.

Today thousands of Christians are languishing in prissaddwide simply because they have
refused to bowa knee to dictatoral governments and ideologiggsisting instead on pledging
their allegiance to Christ.

As Christians, weave a duty todl é&ddember those who are in prison, as
though in prison with them, and those who are mistreatedince you
I NB | f a2 @138 KS 02Re ¢

Pastor Richard Wurmbrand (d. 2001), the foundeTloé Voice of the Martyrspentl4years in
prison in Communist Romania because he refused to deny his Sadbile in prisonthe idea
of an organiation that would speak up on behalf of the voiceless was bbiewrote in his
1967book Tortured for Christ

When | was beaten on the bottom of my feet, my tongue cried. Why did my tongue cry?
It was not beaten. It cried because the tongue and the feet até part of the same

body. And you free Christians are part of the same Body of Christ that is now beaten in
prisons in restricted nations, that even now gives martyrs for Christ. Can you not feel
our pain?

Please consider taking up your pen and demoristgan a highy practical and productive way
your love and concern towards yolrothers and sisters in chains.

Become a voice for the voicelessy R aR2 UAYS F2NJ D2 R:

Information in this publication is also available online at:
www.persecution.net/write.htm
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Writing to Government @ficials

Letters show officials that there are people who know and care what happens to prssoner
Their conditions may be improved as a result. If the authorities think no one careShtistian

may be imprisoned with dangerous criminals, abused, deprived of food or denied rights to their
mail, parcels and visitlere are some tipr writing to government officials

e Be brief.
e Use the correct honorific (see Appendix A).
e Be yourself.
e Be polite. You are representing Jesus Christ.
e Do not write about politics or criticize governments.
e State a general concern for persecuted believers.
e State a specific concern for one or more prisoners.
(a) Whenever possild, give the fulhame and homwn of the prisoner(s).
(b) Statewhy you are concerned (perhaps they have been beaten).
(c) Statewhat you would like to see done (released, given medical treatment, etc.).
e Remember to thank them in advance for their positive actions.
e Rdrain from quoting Bible verses or preaching.

Do NOTmention VOM or other organizatiosas it may be used against the prisoner

Never underestimate the power of your letter! Irrespective of location or economic situation
governments are extremely concerned about their reputation on the world stdg!

believes that originality in writing is important. For this reasee do notgenerallyendorse the
use of letter templates other than in occasional cases where repetitigit be beneficial (i.e.
postcard campaigns, e)cWe haveprovided afew sample letters to guide you. Please refer to
Appendix B.

Write to your Senator or M.P.

Please consider writing letters to your SenatoMember of Parliament (M.P.Mail may be
sent postagdree to anySenator orM.P.at the following addresses:

Name of 8nator
The Sent of Canada
Ottawa, ONK1A 0A4

Name ofM.P.
House of Commons
Ottawa, ONK1A 0A6
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Fnd names,email addreses and phone numbers for yougrg&tor or M.P. at
www.parl.gc.ca/

Write to foreign embassies in Canada and the United States
Please consider writing letters to government officials on behalf of prisoners listed in this guide.

CHINA

His Excellency Junsgiang

Ambassador

Embassy athe People's Republic of China
515 St. Patrick Street

Ottawa, ON K1N 5H3

Canada

ERITREA

His Excellency Ghirm@hebremariam Abbai
Ambassador

Embassy of the State of Eritrea

1708 New Hampshire Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C., DC 20009

USA

EGYPT

His Excellency Wael Ahmed Kawabul Magd
Ambassador

Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt

454 Laurier Avenue East

Ottawa, ON K1N 6R3

Canada

IRAN

Mr. KambizSheikh Hassani

Chargé d'affaires, a.i.

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
245 MetcalfeStreet

Ottawa, ON K2P 2K2

Canada
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LAOS

His Excellency Seng Soukhathivong

Ambassador

Embassy of the Lao People's Democratic Republic
2222 S Street N.W.

Washington, D.C., DC 20008

USA

PAKISTAN

His Excellency Akbar Zeb

High Commissioner

High Commissiofor the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
10 Range Road

Ottawa, ON K1N 8J3

Canada

TURKMENISTAN

Embassy of the Republic of Turkmenistan
2207 Massachussets Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C., DC 20008

USA

UZBEKISTAN

His Excellency Ilhomjon Nematov
Ambassador

Embassyf the Republic of Uzbekistan
1746 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C., DC 20036

USA

VIETNAM

His Excellency Sy Vuong lHa

Ambassador

Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietham
470 Wilbrod Street

Ottawa, ON K1N 6M8

Canada

Find links taegularly updated lists of government addresses at:

www.persecution.net/writegovernment.htm

The Voice othe Martyrs



Writing to Newspaper Hitors

Writing short yet conciseletters to newspaper editors an effective way of raising awareness
of current issues in the globahGrch.

What should | write?

e Keep your lettefriendly. Rmember & 2 dz | NBambassdtbra ( Q a

o Keep your letter short. @hcise letterswith a single point are morkkely to be
published

o Keep your letter clear.t&e your subject and purpose in the opening paragraph.

o Keep your letterelevant. Editors typically print letters that respond to recent articles in
their papers or that address current issues of interest.

What should | NOT write?

¢ Avoid being confsntational, abusive or offensive

e Avoidquoting ScriptureA wise and welbalanced biblical perspective, which serves to
address a crisis, problem or other evil, can be conveyed without using Scripture.

e Avoid preaching. &ders do not by newspapers to read sermon.

Read a helpfuNational Posarticle on writing to newspaper editors here:
www.persecution.net/writemedia.htm
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Writing to Prisoners

Your words are never wasted when it comes to writing a letter on behalf of the persecuted
Church. Mail sent by concerned believers can have a profound impact on those who are
suffering and even otheir persecutors

Your letters to prisoners can do fivénings:

1. Indicate to authorities thayoul NB | g1 NB 2F | /[ Kolkadell A | y Qa

2. Testify of the love and unity found among followers of Jesus Christ worldwide. This is
especially true when letters are opened and censored. God can use yourttetterk
in the lives of those in authority.

3. Prove our persecuted family is not forgotten. Through isolation and loneliness, the devil
Oy LINB& 2y AYLINRA2YSR /KNRaAGALFIYyaQ Fl Al
they can read it or not, they knosomeone cares.

4. Lead to better treatment of Christian prisoners.

5. Provide tremendous encouragement.

May | write in English?

Yes, you may write in English. Please print or write clearly. Your note must be legible to be
translated. Many people studgnglish, so there will likely be someone to translate your

letter.+ ha Q& aAa0SNJ YAAaA?2ywwhPrisanéBertcofmmniotliRe { G I

resource that provides prisoner names and addresses along with a translation tool that
offers you the abity to write to imprisoned brothers and sisters in their own languages.

What should lwrite ?

{KFNB @2dzNJ yIYS yR (KIG @2dz 1y26 | 02 dz
Be respectfulandencouraging.

Tellprisonersthat they are not forgotten and thagou arepraying for them

Include aScripture verse

What should | NOTwvrite ?

¢ Do NOTdiscuss politics arriticize a government, as this could place prisoners in danger.

¢ Do NOT include your mailing address. (You may state your name and country.)

e Do NOT send aney or respond to requests for money. Unscrupulous individuals,
claiming to be the prisoner or a family memberaysteal letters and solicit funds.

e Do NOT mentioWOMor any other source of information.
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Anything else | need to kno®

You can sendotes, postcards, bookmarks and Christian greeting cards. Express your
Christian love and mention that you are praying. You may also include a snapshot of
yourself, your family or prayer group.

Please do not send your letters to VML X0F MalliyT he letters are more effective
when officials see persons have sent them from many different parts of Canada.

Write lettersto imprisoned Christians in their own language usrtganslationtool found at:
www.prisoneralert.com
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ThePrisones(List
CHINA

Location
Asia

Population
1,336,718,015 (July 2011 est.)

Religion (%)

Nonreligious (44.36), Chinese (28.50),
Buddhist (12.50), Christian (7.92), Other
(6.72)

Leader
President Hu Jintao

Government type
Communist state

More Christians have been and continue to be detained in China than in any other colimry.
government officially recognizes five religious groups: Buddhism, Daoism, Islam, Protestant and
Catholic. It strictly controls the Church through the statenitored Three-Self Patriotic
Movement(TSPMand the Catblic Patriotic Association (CRM®uring the Cultural Revolution,

even these submissive structures were banned, and all religious activity was forced
underground, giving birth to the housghurch movement.

Today, there is much debate related to the current number of Chinese Christians, as the
government releases only data frohRSPM or CP¢hurches. While the government says there
are officially 28.6 million Christians, experts estimate the real number sofieewhere
between 80 and 130 million.

You can write to the following prisoners in China:
AIQING ZHU

PAlJAY 3 %Kdz g1 & | NNBEG SRO (FA2NY (GAAS att g EA0S8heidgyr S/ Fgsst An
sentenced to £0-year prison term.

Prison address:

Aiging Zhu

The Public Security Department
Xiang Xiang City

Hu Nan Provincé11400

China
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ZHONG CHEN

BK2y3 | KSYy ¢6Fa FNNBAGSR FT2NRBRAOHAND SEB 22800RK V¥ HS & K

at age 32. Hernson termis unknown.

Prison address:
ZhongChen

Shu Yan@etention Center
Jiang Su Provin@23600
China

WANG ZHAOMIN
WangZhaomin has been imprisoned since June 1999.

Prison address:

Wang Zhaomin

Team #2, Qishan Lao Gai Camp
Datong District

Huainan CityAnhui Provinc&32000
China

LI YING

Journalist Li Ying is serving ayEar prison sentence fdrelping publistan underground
church magazine. She was arrested\pril 2001 alongsid&6 others from the South China
Church. She wasondemned to deatlin December 2001. Her current sentencesn@anded
down during a retrial ordered by the Hubei Provincial Supreme Court in October I20Q2.
been arrested many times and spent a year in prison in 18Bécannot have a Bible and is
forced to workl5 hours each day on materials to be exported otiChina.

Prison address

Li Ying

No. 2 Division, Section 3

Wuhan Female Prison

Wuhan CityHubei Province 430032
China

HU YING
Mr. Hu Ying, a leader in the South China Church, was sentenced to life in prison in 2002.

Prison address:

Hu Ying

Jingzhou Prison

Jingzhou City, Hubei Province 434020
China
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XU FUMING

Mr. Xu Fuming, a member of the South China Church, was sentenced to life in prison in 2002.

Prison address:

Xu Fuming

Jingzhou Rson

Jingzhoudty, HubeiProvince 434020
China

XIAOYANLI

Ms. Xiao Yanli, a member of the South China Church, was sentent@gears in prison in
2002.

Prison address:

Xiao Yanli

No. 2 Division, Section 2

Wuhan Female Prison

Wuhan @y, Hubei Province 430032
China

GONG BANGKUN

Mr. Gong Bangkura member of the South China Church, was sentencd® y@ars in prison
in 2002.

Prison address:

Gong Bangkun

No. 3 Division, Section 6

Jiangling District

Jingzhou B/, Hubei Province 434110
China

Yl CHUANFU

Mr. Yi Chuanfua member of the South China Church, was sentencd@ y@ars in prison in
2002.

Prison address:

Yi Chuanfu

No. 2 Division, Section 6

Jiangling District

Jingzlou Gty, Hubei Province 434110
China
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DONG DAOLAI

Mr. Dong Daolaia member of the South China Church, was sentencéd y@ars in prison in
2002.

Prison address:

Dong Daolai

No. 1 Division, Section 6

Jiangling District

Jingzhou By, Hubei Province 434110
China

CHI FAMIN

Chi Famin wakanded a 16year sentence fobeingamember2 ¥ 'y aS@Af OdzZ G£& 61
] KAyl [ KdNDKO o6& GKS$ t S EHaigim Lity/os Mayli4, 2200, . dzy & | y

Prison address:

Chi Famin

Yongchuan Female Prison

Yongchuan i, Chongging City 402164
China

ALIMUJIANG YIMITI

In January 2008Alimujiangd ! f Xinditg,a Muslim convert to Christianityyas arrested and

I O0dza SR 2F aadz PSNEA2Y eénhdangaérkgnatibnaiisécariyd | 3 KIS WY
punishable by deattOn May 272008,AlimQa Ol a S duiywiasreietred hadiitd the

Public Secuii @ . dzNB I dzQa LINFf&iéhOdidefchdn OBazS 27 2D09AAfM dz

was handedr 158 S| NJ LINR & 2 yprodiding stafeyse®E 152 NJ2a 2 OSNA S| & 2 NH

LY b2@SYOSNI vuanmnI GKS | AcBdptBdedappSa dyIhlifdde and2 dzNIi 2
mother and decided to retrpisOlF 8 S® Ly CSo6 Nzl NB H n oihjiatgk S | A I K
notified Alimthat they upheld the original sentence of 15 years of imprisonment.

Prison address

Alimujiang Yimiti

Section 11

The Xinjiang No. 3 Priso

No0.1339, Dongzhan Road

UrumqiQty

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Regi®80013
China
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KIM KYUNG IL

In 1997, Kim Kyung Il and his brother crossed the border from North Korea into China. The
following year Kimmet a pastor, became a Christian and joined a Bible study group. Under the
leadership of this pastoKimserved refugees from North Korea and started Bible studies in the
Chengdoo region. He latbelped sendefugees to South Korea.

Kimwas overseer a safe house that discipled over 70 refugees. When a large nuohbies
groupwasarrested by the Chinese police, he fled with some ofréraaining refugees to the
ChinaMongolian border. He and his wife were captured, but the rest of the group caedinu

their journey in the desert. Without their leader, they wandered for two days and finally

crossed the border into Mongolia, where they reached the South Korean embassy and received
passage to South Korea.

Kimand his wife were sent back to North Kor@ad placed in prison. His pregnant wife was hit

in the stomach with a stiglkorcing an abortion. In the prisothere were many inmates who

knew Kim well, but they protected him by pretending not to know him. Thus the authorities did
not realize how invlved he was with helpindlorth Koreans escapéle was released after

serving only a short sentencéose who protected his identity while in prison asked him to
work harder to let the world know about their situation.

YAYQA 6AFS 41 a oshbtySfterdr® Rrcel Hibrifon.[Shefescapyd to South
Korea with other family members. After his releakenfled to China and worked at another

safe house. He continued to disciple refugees and assisted them in escaping to SouttnKorea.
April 2002 he was caught by the Chinese police. Since his arrest,bden in prison in China.

LY SIENI& uwHnmmX xha O2yidlOda NBOSAGSR ¢g2NR (KL
in March and that he may be free in Septemb&ssoon as Kim is releasguk'll face

deportation to North Korea. There, he will almost certainly be executed. Our contact writes,

"The only hope he may have is a huge outpouring of public awareness on this issue, which

might at least delay his execution once he's returned."”

Prison adress:

Kim Kyung Il

#104-1004 Mailbox Tiebei Prison
Changchun City

Jilin Provincd. 30052

China

MEMBERS OF LINFENSHAN CHURCH IN SHANXI

Before dawn orSundaySeptember 13, 2009, a crowd of 400 government officials, police and
hired ruffians launched an attack on the Lirdeashan Church in Shanxi. With no warning,
members who were sleeping at the church construction site were mercilessly beaten, with
more than30 left in critical condition. Bulldozers razed the factory and church building, and the
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mob looted any valuables and smashed the remaining property. Following the brutal attack, the
Fushan governing officials arrested more than 10 Linfen church ledidenginclude:

YANG RONGLI

On November 252009, head pastor Yang Rongfi, was sentenced to seven years in
prison and finedWrite a letter of encouragenrd to Yang Rongli, care of her sister,
Yang Linli.

Prison address:

Yang Rongli

c/o Yang Linli

Room 101, Fuyuan Central Building,
Shuiche Xiang, Xiangyang Road
Linfen City, Shanxi provin41099
China

WANG XIAOGUANG

Known for his preaching drstrong faith, Wang Xiaoguang, B&|ped lead the Linfen
Church. On November 25, 2009, he was sentenced &etlears in prison and fined.

Write a letter of encouragement to Wang Xiaoguang, care of his pandfaag Yichao
and Liu Manying

Prison address:

Wang Xiaoguang

c/o Wang Yichao and Liu Manying
Room 106, Building 9,

Shanxi Normal University

No. 1.Gongyuan Rd, Yaodu District
Linfen City, Shanxi province

China 041004

YANG XUAN

lhy3 cday SR GKS O02yaiaNHz2OGA2Yy T2NJ WAYRSy3

/| KdzZNOK$E Ay [khoyir¥f@ tfis preahing ahd 1@éa8etship, Yang Xu&a,
became aarget for church persecution. On November 25, 2009, he was sentenced to
three and a half years in prison and finétis wife, Yang Caizhen, was also arrested and

aSYyiSyOSR (BRUzZF (8 2IyNB GKNR dz3K f F 062dzNW» { KS

2011due to poor health Write a letter of encouragement to Yang Xuan, care of his
sisterin-law, Yang Linli
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Prison address:

Yang Xuan

c/o Yang Linli

Room 101, Fuyuan Central Building
Shuiche Xiang, Xiangyang Road
Linfen City, Shanxi provin©41099
China

ZHANGHUAMEI

A faithful leader intie Linfen Church, Zhang Huant, helped organize special
activities and worked in various ministries of the church. On November 25, 2009, she
was sentenced to four years in prison. Her lawyer fears she has been beaten for
witnessing to fellow prisoner§Vrite a letter of encouragement tdhang Huamei, care

of her mother,Yu Feng.iu

Prison address:

Zhang Huamei

c/o Yu Fengd.iu

2nd House on last row

Zhong An Ping Village, Tiantan Town
Fushan CountyLinfen City

Shanxi provinc€42601

China

CUI JIAXING

Cui Jiaxing, 44erved the LinfelChurch by managing church finances and helping with
the distribution of funds to members according to need. On November 25, 2009, he was
charged with unlawfully occupying land and tax evasion, and was fined and sentenced
to five and a half years in prisoWrite a letter of encouragement tGui Jiaxingcare of

his son, Cui Zhichao

Prison address:

Cui Jiaxing

c/o Cui Zhichao

Room #301, No. 3 Building, Home of Cement Factory
Yimin Road, Yaodu District

Linfen City, Shanxi provin€41099

China
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ERITREA

e oy Location
Africa

Population
5,939,484 (July 2011 est.)

Religion (%)
Muslim (50.26), Christian (47.31), Non
religious (1.87), Ethnoreligionist (0.56)

Leader
President Isaias Afworki

Government type
Transitional government

There was a general freedom to practice
religion in Eritrea until 2002, when the
government announced it would recognize only four religious communities: the Orthodox
Church of Eritrea, Sunni Islam, the Roman Catholic Church and the Lu#ifirated

Evangelical Church of Eritrea.

From 2002 to 2010, the government has jailed, tortured and killed numerous Eritreans for
political and religious reasons, and tortured and killed many of them gutti@ially. Today, it is
estimated that between 2,000 and 3,0Christians are in Eritrean prisons. Believers face
deplorable conditions, including torture. Many are held in metal shipping containers with no
ventilation or toilet facilitiesOf thousands of Christians in detention, not one has been charged
with a crime or faced trial.

You can write to the following prisoners in Eritrea:
HAILE NAIZGI

Prior tohis imprionment on May 23, 2004, Redaile Naizgivas the chairman of the boaraf
the FultGospel Church of Eritrea, the largest Pentecostal church in the nation. Previously, he
was a senior accountant with World Vision in Eritrea. Naizgi, who is married with two children,
wasone the key organizers of theK@QIzZNOK Q& | @daA GAGASa Ay 9 NAR

Prison address:

Haile Naizgi

Karsheli Prison

2nd Police Station

Zone 7 Northern East

Asmara Zoba Maakel

Eritrea

The Voice of the Martyrs 18



KIDANE WELDOU

Pastor Kidane Weldowas imprisoned on March 18, 2005. He was the senior pastdsmara
FultGospel ChurchHis wife and children have been unable to visit him in prison, and his exact
whereabouts remain unknown. Formerly, he was a high schiotbgyteacher.He was also
involved in many gspetrelated activities among students and professionals from various
churches in the nation.

Prison Address:
Kidane Weldou
Karsheli Prison

2nd Police Station
Zone 7 Northern East
AsmaraZoba Maakel
Eritrea

DR. KIFLU GEBREMESKEL

Dr. Kiflu Gebremeskelas the pastor of SoutkVest FulGospel Church in Asmara until his
imprisonment on May 23, 2004. Dr. Kiflu, a former dean of science and lecturer of mathematics
at Asmara University, left his job to serve the Lord as a pastor and Bible teacher in @98& H
adoctoratein mathematics from the lllinois Institute of Technology in Chicg®r. Kiflu was

also the chairman of the Eritrean Evangelical Alliance, a union of all the churches belonging to
the Baptist, Mennonite, Presbyterian, Pentecostal atiter Charismatic churches.

Prison Address:

Dr. Kiflu Gebremeskel
Karsheli Prison

2nd Police Station
Zone 7 Northern East
Asmara Zoba Maakel
Eritrea
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EGYPT

Location
Africa

Population
82,079,636 (July 2011 est.)

Religion (%)
Muslim (86.67), Christian (12.83), Non
religious (0.50)

Leader
The Supreme Council of the Armed Forces

Government type
Republic

938 LJi Q& LI Lzt | istheawddlERst'ylargest Chyistisn tomehuyfithe last 10
years have seen high levels ofleiace.Harassment, discrimination and financial incentives for
Christians to adopt Islam are used to break the morale of Christians. In most cases, vigilante
Islamist groups carry out the attacks that oceuth local security forcestanding idly by
Believers from Muslim backgrounds tend to receive much of the persecution.

You can write to the following prisoners in Egypt:

SHAIBOUB ARSAL

Shaiboub Arsakasgiven a b-year, hardlabour term in June 2000. He has been falsely charged

with two murdersthat took place duringhe 1998 violencehat targeted EIlY 2 8 KSK Q& / 2 LJ{ A «
Christian population. Write a letter of encouragement to him, care of his local bishop

Prison address:
Shaiboub Arsal
c/o Bishop Wissa
Diocese bBaliana
Baliana

Sohag Province

Egypt
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IRAN

Location
Asia

Population
77,891,220 (July 2011 est.)

Religion (%)
adzaft AY odydcnovI / KNRAGALIY
(0.40), Other (0.45)

Leader
President Mahmud Ahmadinejad

Government type
Theocratic republic

LNy KlFa GKS fFNBSad {KAQI Lafl Y -Hapofddzf I GA2Y A
percent of the population. The Iranian attitude toward religion can seem contradicteeyy

chaste in public but much less so in private. The catatsmpose thedeath sentence on male

apostates and life imprisonment for female apostates. Effectively, Iran is a religious dictatorship
where little of consequence can occur without the approval of the Guardian Council of Mullahs.

Religious persecution of certain miiites has intensified since 2005. This is aimed at the

P KFEQAY {dZFA adzafAYa FYyR / KNARAGALFYyAaS SaLISOAL f
Christian activity is illegal, especially when it occurs in Persian langu&iges evangelism to

Bible trining to publishing Scripture and Christian books, ¥& S NB 3IAYSQa KIF NBRK
Christians only further fuels the flames of church growth.

You can write to the following prisoners in Iran:
YOUCEF NJARKHANI

Pastor Youcef Nlarkhaniwas arrested in October 2009, after protesting a decision by the
A32BSNYYSyYy G NBIjdzi NR y 3 ({rkOctdberkr@18, Pas®ryYoudel, diBadler in K S v
GKS Cdzf f D2alJSf &/ KdzZNOK 2F LNIyé ySUug2Nl X o1t a
transfered to LakarPrison, which is supervised by the Political Police of the Islamic Regublic.

June 2011, the Iranian Supreme Court upheld and confirmed the death sentence. In early July

2011, his lawyer received word that the case was being returned t&Rthlutionary Tribunal

of Gilan Province and that the Supreme Court would annul the sentence if Pastor Youcef

renounced his faittin Christ The annulment is dependent on him recanting his faith and
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embracing Islamif Pastor Youcef is executed, his deaibuld be the first judicial execution of
a Christian in Iran in two decades.

Prison address

Youcef Nadrkhani
Lakan Prison

Rasht

Islamic Republic of Iran

a9l 5L at9¢wh{é¢ Chwh! ¢hb

aSKRA dat Si N22vgearadpbisodiiil@uy, was arrested in January 2010 and

charged with crimes against national security and blasphemy against Islam. Although acquitted
of the blasphemy charge and released on bail a month later, Pastor Forouton was sentenced to
oneyear in prison and told to report to prison soon. Unlike most people, who wait for an arrest
warrant, Pastor Forouton reported to prison on Sept. 25, 2011, to begin serving his
sentence.Almost immediately, Pastor Forouton was transferred to a camp fawvexing drug

F RRAOGE AY {KANIT = 2FdGSy OrttSR aiKkKS SyR 27F

Prison address

Mehdi Forouton

10KM After Abelabad
Pirbanu Prison

Shiraz, Fars State, Iran

BEHNAMIRANI

Behnam Irani, a 4yearold pastor from Krajiran, was convicted of crimes against national

security in January 2011 and sentenced to one year in prison. After voluntarily surrendering to
authorities on May 31 to begin his sentence, he learned that he would be forced to serve five

years in conne@bn with a previous convictiorOfficers from the Ministry of Intelligence and
blrdA2y Lt {SOdz2NAG&@ dahL{0 NI}IARSR LNIYyAQa K2dza$S
before taking him into custody. Although he was released on bail two months after h&f,arre

he later receivd the oneyear prison sentencédrani was first arrested in December 2006 and

tried for crimes against national security. He was released in January 2007 but was-soon re

arrested, tried and sentenced to five years in prison. Irani veagncalled to serve the

sentence thais now being held against him.

Prison address
Karaj

Albourz State
Iran
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LAOS

Location
Asia

Population
6,477,211 (July 2011 est.)

Religion (%)
Buddhist (57.29), Ethnoreligioni&4.70),

K NonReligious (4.20), Christian (3.38), Other
(0.43)

Leader
President Lt. Gen. Choummali Saignason

Government type
Communist state

Communist persecution of ChristiaimsLaoswvas especially harsh between 1975 and 1978.
Restrictions eased afterward, but churches and Christians are still watched and targeted.
Buddhism has regained much of its old influence, but is heavily syncretised with animism.
Persecution tends to happen iyades and is expressed on a local or regional level as much as
on a national scale. In all cases, though, it can be intense and ruthless towards the Church.
Missionaries are forbidden.

You can write to the following prisoners in Laos:
THONG CHAN

Mr. ThongChanwasa district governor anfound Christhrough the Far Eastern Broadcasting

Company ministry in 199 He was arrested in 1998fter his house chwh started growing in

numbersl A& ONAYAYlIf O2y@AOGA2Y ¢ HavaitcitStRe 2y & LINS
natonanda LIS { Ay 3 o0 Rf & Heidrepddiedlysieky ang lindble 20yvdllé without

help due to hé time spent in prison labouHefaces 11 years in prison.

Prison address:

Thong Chan

Ban Na Prison

Muang Xai, Udomxai

Lao Peples Democratic Republic
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PAKISTAN

Location
Asia

Population
187,342,721 (July 2011 est.)

Religion (%)
Muslim (95.80), Christian (2.45), Hindu
(1.60), Other (0.15)

Leader
President Asif Ali Zardari

Government type
Federal republic

Pakistan is an Islamic republic with a Sunni majority. Despite its infringement of the
constitution, Shariah law is increasingly apptiezl/en to Christians and Hindugspecially in
areas where Islamist groups have control or influence.

While there is a ntable degree of religious freedom promised to minorities by law,-non
Muslims and norSunnis must practectheir faith cautiouslyChristians in Pakistan face severe
opposition from militant Islamic groups, including imprisonment, torture and even death.

Many Pakistani Christiase falsely accused under the Blasphemy Law, or Law 295. Law 295a,
ofFaLKSYAYy3 LatlyYZ YR [l 6 HppoX o0fl aLIKSYAyY3
makes blaspheming Mohammed a crime punishable by death. Courtrooms paitked

militants have often pressured judges into returning a guilty verdict or continuing trials

indefinitely. Christians are regularly barred from jobs or face troubles from their employers and
co-workers. Christian merchants are often harassed.

You can wite to the following prisoners in Pakistan:

ASIA BIBI

Asia Bibi38, was arrested by police on allegations of blasphemy in the village ofnéh,

Punjab provinceOn June 19, 2009, some Muslim women who work with Bibi on a farm owned
by a local Musih engaged in a heated discussion with Bibi about Islam. Bibi told them that
Christ died on the cross for their sins and asked them what Mohammed had done for them.
"Our Christ is the true prophet of God and yours is not true," Bibi said. The Muslim women
became angry and began to beat her. Some men then locked her in a room. Local Christians
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urged the police not to file blasphemy charges; however, police elhthmt they must go
forward due to pressure from local Muslim leaders.

On NovembeB, 2010, Bibwas sentenced to death. She is the first Pakistani woman ever to

receive a death sentence for blaspheniter attorney hasiled an appealln December 2010, a

hard-line cleric offered a $6,000 CAD reward to anyone who will kill Asia Bibi if the government
does not put her to deathn January 2011, the governor of Punjab province was assassinated

by his bodyguard for speaking out against the blasphemy law under which Asia was sentenced.
The governor had recently met with Asia in jailMarch 2011Pakist Yy Q&4 aAyAadGdSNJ 2 F
Affairs, a Christian, was assassinated while on his way to work. Shahbaz Bhatti had also spoke
2dzi F3AFAyasd GKS O2dzyiNBQa ofl aLKSYe flF oo

Prison address:
Asia Bibi
District Jail
Sheikhupura
Punjab
Pakistan

IMRAN GHAFUR

On July 1, 2009, Pakistani police arrested Imran Ghafur in Punjab province after Muslims

accused him of burning pages ofthe Quy @ 2 KAt S Of SIFyAy3a KAA 06NPRIGKS:
removed the trash he had collected, intending to burn some of it. Whilaibgrthe trash,

LJ3Sa 2F +y LatlrYAO 06221 FitSg Ayildi2 GKS FANS |
burned pages of the Islamic book andrédel other Muslims in the area.

Imran and his father were severely beaten before police arrested Inf@aliowing the arrest,
news of the incident spread throughout the city, and angry Muslims threw stones at the police
adFdA2Yy S6KSNB LYNIY 6l a o0SAhhmBwh&Kdsgraedsthé BolydS G KS

vdanandhang A Y K2 RAAINI YSE WUKS a8 AWEGNBE | ARD 4/
LYNIY Aa | R23I3¢ (GKSe@ akKz2dziSR®
hy wdzf & S HAnPI LYNYY 61a&a Y20SR (2 | 2FAft o a

H
GKS / KNR &Q A bajtl aifH ar A\Q A5l @ADSEIEl 2 A shying that tliey | Yy R K )
gAtft y20 ftf26 LYNIyQa FlLYAfE (G2 ftA0S Ay (KS
managebusinesses in the area and are actively involved with dibeal Christians.

Prison address:

Imran Ghafur

Central Jail of Faisalabad
Faisalabad

Pakistan
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TURKMENISTAN

Location
Asia

Population
4,997,503 (July 2011 est.)

Religion (%)
Muslim (96.16), Nomeligious (2.00),
Christian (1.83), Jewish (0.01)

Leader
President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow

Government type
A secular democra@and a presidential
republic

Constitutionally, there is freedom of religion in Turkmenistan. In practice, this is limited to

{dzyyA Latly 2N wdzaaiAly hNIK2R2E&@lff 20KSNJ T2
severe repression and harassment.stlity against any noi®rthodox Christian activity has

persisted for more than 10 year&lmost every foreign Christian has been expelled. Several

national pastors have been exiled, beaten, heavily fined or imprisoned. Congregations continue

to be intimidated and forbidden to meet. Registration is a difficult, rempossible process,

and when it does occur, it subjects the church to greater surveilldvoeegistered religious

gatherings of any size or kind are strictly forbidden.

You can write to the flowing prisoners in Turkmenistan:
ILMURAD NURLIEV

Pentecostal pastor lImurad Nurliev was arrested at his home in Maptheastern
Turkmenistanon Augist27, 2010. He was charged with extracting money from three people.
His wife, Maya, and church memis strongly deny the allegations. During his trial, several
witnesses against the 4fearold pastor were coerced into testifying.

Pastor Nurliev was sentenced to four years in prison, and his wife was forced to pay
GO2YLISyal GA2y ¢ A WYKcRed dutiobthed Bome RdstdiNGrliev wasSalso
2NRSNBR (2 dzyRSNH2 GF2NOAO0ES YSRAOFf GNBFGYSY
another claim that his wife and church members reject.

In December 2010, Pastor Nurliev was transferred i Babair Camp, known for its use of
LJA@ OK2GNRLIAO RNMUzZA& 2y LINAA2YSNED !  F2N)¥SNI LINR
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a2YSGKAY3a FTNRY (UKS aARRfS ! 3Saopé

The pastor is a diabetic, and his family is concerned about his health while he is in idgson.

has noaccess to medical treatmernit. Yy A G S R 2 F ¢ 2 dbyidk (il& thd pastan iK S O Y LJ
being permitted to work as a barber, serving both prisoners and camp staff. Prison authorities

have denied Pastor Nurliev a Bible.

Prison address:
[ImuradNurliev
746222 Lebap vilayet,
Seydi

uchr. LBK/12
Turkmenistan

UZBEKISTAN

Location
Asia

Population
28,128,600 (July 2011 est.)

Religion (%)
Muslim (84.93), Nomeligious (13.80),
Christian (0.75), Other (0.52)

Leader
President Islom Karimov

Government type
Republic; authoritarian presidential rule

Uzbekistan is a secular state, promoting a moderate, tightly controlled form of Islam. The
growing Islamist movement is handled with venom by the state. Christians arepiuitg
victims of thisstruggle.Ethnic Uzbek Christians, in particular, receive harsh treatment.

Religious communities are required to officially register. Only approved religious
organizations Muslim groups, Jews, Russian Orthodox and some Protestant graapsbe
registered, and registration is frequently refused or delayed. Police make surprise visits to
churches and forcibly close those who cannot immediately produce registration papers.
Evangelism, missionary activity and religiousrutdion are forbidden bydw. Uzbek Christians
have been fined, beaten and imprisoned for their faith.
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